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From. The Wires Of
wasninplon Posi-Los Angeles Times News Serv!co

WASHINGTON — The matler of integrity of Amwrican
scholarshin obviously weighed on President Johnson Wednes-
day v hen he ordered an investigation of the possibilily of
mmental interference with the academic -community.

The investization was ordered afler disclosure that, for 14
years, the Central Intelligence. Agency had been subalrhz'n;_,,

- tho National Student. Association, :

Indicalive of the significance of the controvcxsy, pursons
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‘One"of the forms this effort tock was the dommatlon of .
the world’s youth movement, notably through the great youth -
confecences that were called in various European capitals in the
1950’s. “With government funds Moscow sent shock troops of

; its own students to these conferences to take command.

Few American student's however, had maoney to go tfo

- Helsinki or Prague and thus, in the closing year of the Tru-
- man Administration, there was deep concern here that the
" United States and the free world could ‘not hold thur own in
. ibe international student movement. ¢

©. close to the CIA were womcd it might Jead to a cuxbm,z of -

\

. of ‘America’s private organizations to participate in the warld
: commumty Other countries provide substantial subsidies for

"~ such o

LSy

the orgatizalion’s functions and add to its problems in draling

* with nongovernnicnt organizations of all Lypes. Richard hlms ‘
director of Central InLellu,ence, was dcscnbed by Scn e, Y-

gene McCarthy as “unhappy.”

Furthermore it Was regarded as almost a foregone conc -
sion tha{ the disclosure of the clandestine CIA-NSA relaiim-

ship woevld cause a sharp backfire on college campuses.” Ifor
many Vtuuents and teachers believe injection of CIA money

the integrity of American scholars in the cyes

aixo Toap on tae campus that government sube
degree of_government contr ol over education.

‘o was announted by Undexsecretary of State
eabach wie said in lhe following statement:

ent. believes strongly that the integrity and
of ihe education communily must be preséeved,
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He hos
Lhax sy endanger this integrity and mdcpendcnce
“I:a has further direcled me in consultahon with John.
Gardnor, scerclary of heallh, cducation and wclfare, and Dx-.l
rect;: tichard Helms to formulate a policy which will pro-
vide necessary guidance for governient agencies in their xela-
' tionship w0 the international activilies of Amencqn educahomnl,
orgaizalions.
“A e same timé the chﬁxdcnt recognizes the gredt ]m*d

ciivitics. He has asked me to explore the means {or
Cassuring thal UmLed Slates organizations play their® pr or)er
and vita! role.”
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5" thml‘ﬂh mtematlonal commumsm. p

I\aL/,enhachs statement about the President’s interest in |
“the great need of America’s private organizations to pac-
ticipate in the world community"” approaches the heart of Lhe
CIA-NSA issue. :

ademie community has a corrupiing influence and . :

Te men then In charge of the CIA it seemed a- perfectly
natural and sensible thing to advance the money as a mattcr
of national policy to let students go abroad and combat com-
‘munism in the arena of the student confererces. There was,
apparently, nothing illegal or irregular about it. The step was,
judged to be in the national interest and it was taken, At the!
time it was felt that for the United States to subsidize the:

- students openl§ would have made them appear to be US,
i agents and thus much less effective.

d. mnu«h it hears enly collaterally on the CIA-NSA

The fact there was no wrongdoing was suggested Wednes- .
day in the remarks of McCarthy and Rep. Melvin R, Laird, R~ ;
Wis,, chaitman of the House Republican Policy Committee.

McCarthy said he did not necessarily "“fault” the CIA, and
Laird said: "1 believe it is necessary for Amecrican students
to be represented at international meetings. Communists are -
represenled, and they are financed by thcxr government, Never

Y

+ al. any time were the positions taken (at the conferences) dlic-

 {aled by the government (CIA), Buf these programs should;

© be run by the Office of Education. 1t was -the manner of

divected a careful review of any government activities’
~- very unfortunate. I don't think-it should have been secret.’

.1 moved from the days of the Stalinist menace,

handiing them and tlié announcement of the subsidy that were

The scerel and clandestine nature of the arrangement is
what causes the shock and criticism in this time long re- -

In the light of today's ethics it is widely rcgaldcd as
wrong - for scholars fo accept CIA money in any form lest

their motives be mnsundcrstood by other scholars throughout

Y ihe world, This is partly because the main function of the~

L -CTA i3 .espionage, cven though NSA was not expected, accord-

“riing to all ascounts, to parlicipate in e‘unona"e acUVIty. Any’

“link an American scholar has with a spying or ~am7.zu(m, howe

. evpr, jeopardizes his Zood relations with scholars in olher

_cuun'ucs which-is a serious maller for American education,

" By (eday's standards ‘it would be rauch more acceptadla ’
for government agencies to provide help publicly to send stu-
' dents ahumd»-especmlly agencies without the controversial aura -
‘of 'the CIA,

It seems one of the real slips the CIA made was in not

, grasping this change in attitude in time to end the arrange-

‘ . A key :ic understanding this complex issue is to tahe a.
look at the difference of the world today from the world el -

1952 when the CIA began subsidizing the NSA, the counliy's
largest ‘and oldest student organization.

was at its heighi throughout the world, the Soviet Union under
the lale Josef V. Stalin was trying to dnmmato the gobe

ment with NSA belove the word leaked out as il now has-
to the Cla's sermus einbarrassment, - M

The disclosure is already bringing calls for re-examination

" of the organization’s functions and for closer scrutmy of the:

; . L CIA by Congress. -
In 1852, wicn hoestilities raged in Korea and the Cold War - -
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